
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 2021 T3-05 – Lockdown Over! 
 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

I am as pleased as all of you will be about today’s news that the two-week hard lockdown due to Covid19 

ends at 11:59pm this evening, Tuesday 27th July. Congratulations to you all for doing your collective part to 

enabling our city to come out of the latest set of restrictions. 

I would like to provide the following advice released this afternoon by the Department of Education and 

Training. Little of this will come as a surprise. I have selected the material most appropriate to secondary 

schools. 

Guidelines for the Return to Face-to-Face Learning at all Schools 

The Victorian Government has announced new arrangements for schools in Victoria from Wednesday 28 

July 2021. A summary of key changes and advice is provided below. 

 

Based on advice from the Victorian Chief Health Officer, schools in Victoria will return to face-to-face 

learning and teaching for all students from and including Wednesday 28 July 2021. 

 

As part of planned changes to keep our schools safe and reduce the impact of any future outbreaks, 

schools will be required to implement COVID-safe behaviours. These include the following strategies to 

promote physical distancing, minimise mixing between groups and limit access to school grounds to only 

those providing essential services: 

 All staff must wear a face mask at all times indoors and outdoors when at school (except when 

engaged in teaching), including in staff rooms; 

 Staff should observe physical distancing, limit mixing in staff rooms and offices, and conduct all-

staff meetings and professional development online; 

 Density limits of 1 person per 4 square metres apply to staff areas such as staff lunchrooms and 

areas accessed by the public, such as reception areas; 

 Non-essential visitors should not be allowed into school grounds; 

 All school gatherings such as assemblies and school events should be deferred or held remotely 

 Interschool activities are not permitted at this time. 

School camps, outdoor education programs and overnight stays can take place across Victoria with no 

travel restrictions. Bookings must be limited to single schools. Multiple schools can attend camps providing 

school groups remain separated and do not share common facilities at the same time. Mixing of staff and 

students between different schools is not permitted. 

 

Incursions are not permitted, but excursions can take place with students from single schools only. 

 

Face masks 

There has been no change to the face mask advice, which will continue to apply to all school settings, 

including any OSHC programs: 

 School staff and secondary school students aged 12 or older must wear a face mask at all times 

indoors and outdoors when at school, including when attending an OSHC program, unless a 

lawful exception applies 



 Children under 12 years of age and students at primary school are not required to wear face masks 

when at school, or when attending an OSHC program 

 Face masks are mandatory for all school staff and school students aged 12 or older on public 

transport and when in taxis or ride-share vehicles. This includes travelling to and from school on 

public transport or in a vehicle with others not from your household 

 For the purpose of communication, teachers and education support staff are not required to wear 

face masks while teaching, but those who wish to do so, can. 

Events at JMSS over the next two weeks – an UPDATE 

 

 The Edutest entry examination for entry into Year 10 in 2022 WAS HELD ONLINE last Saturday 

morning Saturday 24th July. We hope that the results will be communicated to JMSS in two to three 

weeks so we can progress the process to the next stage; 

 The Edutest entry examination for entry into Year 11 in 2022 is scheduled to be held ONSITE at 

JMSS on Saturday 7th August, depending on any restrictions which are still in place at that time. We 

are awaiting further advice on this event; 

 Course counselling for students moving from Year 11 in 2021 into Year 12 in 2022 will now take 

place at JMSS on Tuesday 3rd August and Thursday 5th August, beginning at 8:40am and concluding 

at 4pm; 

 The Information Night for students moving from Year 10 in 2021 into Year 11 in 2022 will be held in 

the evening of Tuesday August 3rd, and this event WILL be held ONLINE; 

 Course counselling for students moving from Year 10 in 2021 into Year 11 in 2022 will now take 

place at JMSS on Tuesday August 10th, and Tuesday August 17th, beginning at 8:40am and 

concluding at 4pm; 

 The General Achievement Test (GAT) for all students undertaking at least ONE Unit 3, 4 subject in 

2021 has been shifted to Thursday 12th August. We have confirmed the availability of the 

appropriate venues with Monash University, a huge relief for all of us. More information will be 

forthcoming for all students involved, as well as staff; 

 Parent – Teacher interviews for all students in Years 10 – 12 have been scheduled for Friday 13th 

August. These interviews will all be online, and bookings will be open on Compass for parents 

soon. No formal classes will be held on that day, and students will be expected to remain at home. 
 

Let’s all hope our imminent return onsite tomorrow will be maintained without further interruption. I am 

sure all members of our community are fully aware of the expectations placed on us all to maximise the 

chances of this happening. I have great confidence that it will. 

 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 


