
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 2021 T3-06 – ‘Steady As She Goes’! 
 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

Wednesday August 4th marks the first full week of the return to learning onsite at JMSS. I think I can speak 

for all staff and students that this is a welcome milestone for us all, and everyone is settling into a routine 

which is far more familiar to us all. Again my sincere thanks to all of our teachers and support staff for their 

hard work on behalf of our students and community in general, despite the personal challenges everyone 

has faced. 

You will all be concerned about the multiple outbreaks now impacting states to the north and west of 

Victoria. Our best wishes go out to the people in Sydney, Adelaide and Brisbane, and associated regional 

areas, who are now living through a hard lockdown. No doubt there will be many members of our own 

community with relatives and friends in those regions, and I am sure they are feeling the strength of 

support from their Victorian cousins. 

And I am sure you all have been buoyed by the superb efforts of our Aussie Olympians competing in Tokyo 

at the moment. The screens at JMSS are pretty popular during breaks in the school day at the moment, 

especially when there are Aussies competing. Their collective outstanding performance has surely given us 

all a big lift, at what continues to be a frustrating and stressful time for many. 

The purpose of this Update is reinforce the major expectations of students and staff while onsite at JMSS 

and on the Monash campus, and also to inform you all of some important upcoming events. Recent 

outstanding student achievements also feature. 

Expectations Onsite at all Schools 

As part of planned changes to keep our schools safe and reduce the impact of any future outbreaks, 

schools will be required to implement COVID-safe behaviours. These include the following strategies to 

promote physical distancing, minimise mixing between groups and limit access to school grounds to only 

those providing essential services: 

 All staff must wear a face mask at all times indoors and outdoors when at school (except when 

engaged in teaching), including in staff rooms; 

 Staff should observe physical distancing, limit mixing in staff rooms and offices, and conduct all-

staff meetings and professional development online; 

 Density limits of 1 person per 4 square metres apply to staff areas such as staff lunchrooms and 

areas accessed by the public, such as reception areas; 

 Non-essential visitors should not be allowed into school grounds; 

 All school gatherings such as assemblies and school events should be deferred or held remotely; 

 Interschool activities are not permitted at this time; 

 Incursions are not permitted, but excursions can take place with students from single schools only. 

 

Face masks 

There has been no change to the face mask advice, which will continue to apply to all school settings, 

including any OSHC programs: 

 School staff and secondary school students aged 12 or older must wear a face mask at all times 

indoors and outdoors when at school, including when attending an OSHC program, unless a 

lawful exception applies 

 Children under 12 years of age and students at primary school are not required to wear face masks 

when at school, or when attending an OSHC program 



 Face masks are mandatory for all school staff and school students aged 12 or older on public 

transport and when in taxis or ride-share vehicles. This includes travelling to and from school on 

public transport or in a vehicle with others not from your household 

 For the purpose of communication, teachers and education support staff are not required to wear 

face masks while teaching, but those who wish to do so, can. 

Events at JMSS over the next two weeks – an UPDATE 

 

 The Edutest entry examination for entry into Year 11 in 2022 is scheduled to be held ONLINE on 

Saturday 7th August. Sadly it is still not possible to allow students from other schools onsite at JMSS; 

 Course counselling for students moving from Year 11 in 2021 into Year 12 in 2022 is taking place at 

JMSS this week on Tuesday 3rd August and Thursday 5th August, beginning at 8:40am and 

concluding at 4pm; 

 The Information Night for students moving from Year 10 in 2021 into Year 11 in 2022 will be held in 

the evening of Tuesday August 3rd, and this event WILL be held ONLINE; 

 Course counselling for students moving from Year 10 in 2021 into Year 11 in 2022 will now take 

place at JMSS on Tuesday August 10th, and Tuesday August 17th, beginning at 8:40am and 

concluding at 4pm; 

 Parent – Teacher interviews for all students in Years 10 – 12 have been scheduled for Friday 13th 

August. These interviews will all be online, and bookings opened on Compass for parents on Friday 

July 30th. No formal classes will be held on that day, and students will be expected to remain at 

home and attend the interviews with one or both parents or carers. 

Arrangements for Thursday August 12th – VCE GAT Day 

The General Achievement Test which is compulsory for all students studying a VCE Unit 3, 4 subject this 

year, has been moved to Thursday August 12th. Students and parents should take note of the following 

arrangements: 

 Every JMSS student studying one or more VCE Unit 3, 4 studies in 2021, no matter whether they are 

studying that subject at JMSS or not, MUST complete the 2021 GAT on this day; 

 Two venues will be used for the GAT – Monash University’s Campus Centre, and John Monash 

Science School; 

 There will be no Year 12 or Year 11 classes scheduled on that day. Any Year 11 students who are 

not undertaking the GAT will have the day at home for their own study; 

 Any Year 10 students undertaking a Unit 3, 4 study this year MUST also complete the GAT on this 

day; 

 All students undertaking the GAT MUST be at school no later than 9am in order to sign in, place 

their bags inside the JMSS building and then be escorted by JMSS staff to the appropriate venue; 

 All other Year 10 students will have a day of online learning at home on that day and are not 

required at school. 

Annual John Monash Commemoration at Parliament House, Melbourne 

JMSS students and staff are invited to this annual event at Parliament House in Melbourne. I recently 

received well over 40 applications to fill the 10 student places we are afforded. The students were asked to 

write about the importance of John Monash’s contribution to Melbourne and Australia, why they wished 

to attend the event and also their thoughts on building the great man’s legacy further at our school. I can 

safely say that these pieces of writing were outstanding, and the ideas generated were simply inspirational. 

Sadly, due to Covid restrictions, we were informed the other day that we could only take two students, and 



my sincere congratulations to Matilda Reeve (Year 12) and Jamie Kaltzis (Year 11) for being chosen to 

represent the school from such a strong field of applicants. They will accompany myself and VCE Co-

ordinator Mrs. Grace Turner to the event. 

Despite the disappointment of not being able to take more students to the event, ALL of the students who 

applied will be sent a link so they can watch the ceremony themselves on Friday August 13th, from 10am 

onwards. This is the same day as parent-teacher interviews are being held, so I hope the students can keep 

the time between 10am and 11am free to watch the ceremony. 

Premier’s VCE Award Winners from JMSS in 2020 

The Premier’s Awards for outstanding performance in the VCE in 2020 have been announced, and the 

collection of awards made to JMSS students is the largest and most impressive in our relatively short 

history. Sincere congratulations to the following students, and of course to all of their passionate and hard-

working teachers: 

Sarah Chuang 
Top All-Round VCE 

High Achiever 
John Monash Science School 

Sarah Chuang Biology John Monash Science School 

Tuyen Pham English John Monash Science School 

Jonathan Purcell Mathematical Methods John Monash Science School 

Jonathan Purcell Physics John Monash Science School 

Sofya Shcherbak English (EAL) John Monash Science School 

Chen Wang English (EAL) John Monash Science School 

Vini Rajarajan Tamil John Monash Science School 

Tash Herjanto Indonesian John Monash Science School 

 

It is also worth pointing out that Jonathan, Vini and Tash are all still studying at JMSS. Jonathan and Tash 

are in Year 12, and Vini is in Year 11, making these achievements all the more impressive. Congratulations 

and best wishes to all of these students for their outstanding achievements. 

 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


