
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 2021 T3-07 – ‘Short and Sharp’ We Hope 
 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

As you will all be aware by now, Melbourne has been put back into hard lockdown as a first measure to 

slow the spread of the delta strain of the virus, and Truganina and adjacent suburbs in the west of the city. 

Rumours were flying during the lunchbreak today that this was a possibility, and all staff and students were 

alerted over the school’s public address system to take home their laptops and other essential books and 

items should this come to pass. Indeed, it has, so there is naturally a sense of ‘here we go again’. But only 

for a week – we hope. 

I have included below the latest advice from the Department of Education and Training. 

Information from the Department of Education and Training 

Dear parents and carers, 

Today the Victorian Government has announced a state-wide lockdown for Victoria to swiftly address the 
newly emerging COVID-19 cases and reduce movement in the community. 

The restrictions will be in place from 8pm tonight for a seven-day period. 

Following advice from the Victorian Chief Health Officer, all Victorian schools will move to remote and 
flexible learning until Thursday 12 August inclusive. Whilst most students will be expected to learn from 
home, there are some circumstances which will permit them to come into school. These are included 
below. Furthermore if there are any issues with IT connectivity, please contact the eServices Help Desk at 
helpdesk@jmss.vic.edu.au. If the problem cannot be solved, the impacted students may also come into 
school. Any students whose circumstances permit them to come into school should read and comply with 
the following directions: 

Student attendance on site during lockdown 

As with other remote learning periods, our school will provide on-site supervision for students in the 
categories below: 

*Children where both parents and/or carers are authorised workers who cannot work from home, work for 
an essential provider and where no other supervision arrangements can be made: 

 Where there are two parents/carers, both must be authorised workers, working outside the home 
in order for their children to be eligible for on-site provision; 

 For single parents/ carers, the authorised worker must be working outside the home in order for 
their children to be eligible for on-site provision; 

*Children experiencing vulnerability, including: 

 children in out-of-home care; 

 children deemed vulnerable by a government agency, funded family or family violence service, and 
is assessed as requiring education and care outside the family home; 

 children identified by a school as vulnerable, including via referral from a government agency, or 
funded family or family violence service, homeless or youth justice service or mental health or 
other health service; 

 Where a parent/carer indicates that a student with a disability is vulnerable because they cannot 
learn from home, and/or informs the school the student is vulnerable due to family stress, the 
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school must provide on-site supervision for that student. This may apply to students enrolled in 
specialist schools and students with a disability enrolled in mainstream schools. 

If your child needs on-site supervision, could you please contact Assistant Principal Sally Cheah-Johnson 
who will provide you with an on-site attendance form to complete and return to us. Any students who do 
come into school must wear a facemask at all times, sign in on Compass AND via the QR code, and observe 
appropriate social distancing and hygiene expectations (for example the frequent use of hand sanitiser). 

Any staff members who need to come into school must sign complete their details on the daily 

spreadsheet organised by the Daily Organisation team.  

Events at JMSS over the next two weeks – further UPDATE 

 The Edutest entry examination for entry into Year 11 in 2022 is still scheduled to be held ONLINE on 

Saturday 7th August; 

 Course counselling for students moving from Year 10 in 2021 into Year 11 in 2022 will still take 

place at JMSS on Tuesday August 10th, and Tuesday August 17th, beginning at 8:40am and 

concluding at 4pm. However, these interviews will now likely be held ONLINE – we will clarify that 

with you all soon; 

 Parent – Teacher interviews for all students in Years 10 – 12 have been scheduled for Friday 13th 

August and will still go ahead online as planned; 

Arrangements for Thursday August 12th – VCE GAT Day – where to from here? 

The General Achievement Test which is compulsory for all students studying a VCE Unit 3, 4 subject this 
year, is scheduled to be held on Thursday August 12th. VCAA has not yet made any announcement 
regarding this event, so we wait. Because this is such a high-stakes event, and cannot be compromised by 
being held online, there may well be a chance it could still go ahead on the set date, which after all is the 
final day of lockdown. This of course will depend on how effective the lockdown is in reducing spread and 
minimising infection by that time. DET will be aware that all schools will already have their arrangements 
for the GAT in place, including the hiring of supervisors. 

The GAT is the single biggest annual assessment in Victoria in terms of student numbers, and because of 
the huge logistical requirements on all schools to manage its organisation, moving it for a second time will 
prove difficult. Nonetheless we need to wait for advice. If it does not go ahead as planned, then Thursday 
August 12th will be another day of online learning for all students in Years 10 to 12. 

Annual John Monash Commemoration at Parliament House, Melbourne 

We wait for advice about whether this event will go ahead as planned. If so, Matilda Reeve (Year 12) and 

Jamie Kaltzis (Year 11) will represent the school at Parliament House in Melbourne, with myself and VCE 

Co-ordinator Mrs. Grace Turner also attending. ALL of the students who also applied to attend (there are 

over 40 of them!) will be sent a link so they can watch the ceremony themselves on Friday August 13th, 

from 10am onwards. This is the same day as parent-teacher interviews are being held, so I hope the 

students can keep the time between 10am and 11am free to watch the ceremony. 

 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 

 


