
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 2021 T3-09 – Another Week 
 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

I trust this finds everybody fit and well. 

The news that the current lockdown is to be extended for another week, will not surprise many of you, but 

no doubt it will not be welcome for any of you. Whilst the numbers are heading in the right direction, 

Victoria cannot put at risk that which we have all fought so hard to achieve, so one more week it is. 

So our colleagues, friends and relatives in regional Victoria can continue as they are now, which is certainly 

good news for them. For the rest of us we can only hope that we will be able to achieve equal status in 

another week’s time. As for the GAT, no revised date has been set as yet.  

The purpose of this Update is therefore to encourage everyone to keep their spirits up, and to keep each 

other’s spirits up. If this news has flattened you a little, by all means reach out to your friends and 

colleagues for a chat, meet up if you are within the 5km radius of one another and go for a walk, grab a 

take-away coffee and enjoy some quality company for a while.  

The Department of Education has placed the highest of importance on checking in with each other, and 

doing this right across our community. If any parents are worried that their son or daughter is not coping, 

with their studies or in general, please get in touch with their Mentor, House Leader, one of their teachers 

or one of the Principal Class Officers.  

I am hoping we will have some news regarding the scheduling of the GAT soon. The timing of these 

lockdowns has also created problems for managing the entry process for students applying to come to 

JMSS next year. It looks likely that all interviews for prospective students will be held online now, but more 

information will be forthcoming soon once we check the fast-changing nature of the calendar of events 

and make the appropriate decisions. 

 I have included below the latest advice from the Department of Education and Training, as it pertains to 

JMSS over the next week or so. 

The Victorian Government has made announcements in relation to arrangements for schools in Victoria. 

  

Schools in metropolitan Melbourne 

Based on advice from the Victorian Chief Health Officer, all schools in metropolitan Melbourne will 

continue with remote and flexible learning, at this stage until Thursday 19 August. This includes students 

who reside in regional Victoria but are enrolled in a school in metropolitan Melbourne, with the exception 

of vulnerable children and the children of authorised workers. 

  

Metropolitan Melbourne consists of the following Local Government Areas (LGAs): Banyule, Bayside, 

Boroondara, Brimbank, Cardinia, Casey, Darebin, Frankston, Glen Eira, Greater Dandenong, Hobsons Bay, 

Hume, Kingston, Knox, Manningham, Maribyrnong, Maroondah, Melbourne, Melton, Monash, Moonee 

Valley, Moreland, Mornington Peninsula, Nillumbik, Port Phillip, Stonnington, Whitehorse, Whittlesea, 

Wyndham (excluding Little River), Yarra and Yarra Ranges. 

  

On-site supervision programs for schools in metropolitan Melbourne 

As with other remote learning periods, our school will provide on-site supervision for students in the 
categories below: 

*Children where both parents and/or carers are authorised workers who cannot work from home, work for 
an essential provider and where no other supervision arrangements can be made: 



 Where there are two parents/carers, both must be authorised workers, working outside the home 
in order for their children to be eligible for on-site provision; 

 For single parents/ carers, the authorised worker must be working outside the home in order for 
their children to be eligible for on-site provision; 

*Children experiencing vulnerability, including: 

 children in out-of-home care; 

 children deemed vulnerable by a government agency, funded family or family violence service, and 
is assessed as requiring education and care outside the family home; 

 children identified by a school as vulnerable, including via referral from a government agency, or 
funded family or family violence service, homeless or youth justice service or mental health or 
other health service; 

 Where a parent/carer indicates that a student with a disability is vulnerable because they cannot 
learn from home, and/or informs the school the student is vulnerable due to family stress, the 
school must provide on-site supervision for that student. This may apply to students enrolled in 
specialist schools and students with a disability enrolled in mainstream schools. 

If your child needs on-site supervision, could you please contact Assistant Principal Sally Cheah-Johnson 
who will provide you with an on-site attendance form to complete and return to us. Any students who do 
come into school must wear a facemask at all times, sign in on Compass AND via the QR code, and observe 
appropriate social distancing and hygiene expectations (for example the frequent use of hand sanitiser). 

Any staff members who need to come into school must sign complete their details on the daily 

spreadsheet organised by the Daily Organisation team.  

Key health advice 

Face mask advice remains the same for all schools 

 School staff and secondary school students aged 12 or older must always wear a face mask indoors 
and outdoors at school, including when attending an Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) program, 
unless a lawful exception applies. 

 Children under 12 years of age and students at primary school are not required to wear face masks 
when at school, or when attending an OSHC program. 

 For communication purposes, teachers and education support staff are not required to wear face 
masks while teaching, but those who wish to do so, can. It is recommended that face masks be 
worn while teaching wherever practicable. 

 Face masks are mandatory for all school staff and school students aged 12 or older when travelling 
to and from school on public transport and when in taxis or ride share vehicles. 

Density quotients (applies to both metropolitan and regional schools) and School Camps 

 The density quotient of 1 person per 4 square metre applies in spaces used only by staff and to 
publicly accessible areas. It does not apply in classrooms. 

 Metropolitan schools – school camps cannot take place during this period. 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 

 

 


