
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 2021 T3-11 – Keep At It Team! 
 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

These are challenging times indeed, probably more so than last year to be truthful. Whatever ‘novelty’ 

value Covid19 might have originally had for all of us early last year has well and truly evaporated. We are 

now dealing with a far more menacing variant, and several states are battling to bring outbreaks under 

control, a most concerning development.  Today the Premier announced that from 1pm Regional Victoria 

will return to most of the same settings that Metropolitan Melbourne has been experiencing over recent 

weeks, except the 9pm – 5pm curfew. This means that all schools across Victoria will be undertaking 

flexible and remote learning from Tuesday of next week (Monday can be used by Regional Victorian 

schools to make preparations for this change). Furthermore, the wearing of masks in Primary schools has 

now been recommended. 

It is still anticipated that this lockdown will end at midnight on Thursday September 2nd, and onsite learning 

will resume for all schools on Friday September 3rd.   

1. The importance of Permits when attending onsite at JMSS  

The importance of having a permit with you if you intend coming to school was stressed to us by senior DET 

officials yet again. Health officials are obviously still worried about the number of people moving around 

during each day, and do want to minimize that. The mantra ‘if you can work from home you must stay at 

home’ still rings true. Nonetheless there are still some members of staff, and students with somewhat 

challenging circumstances at home, who need to come to school.  

a) Permits will be required to leave the house for authorised work, consistent with the 

arrangements that were in place last year. This will impact all members of the JMSS staff who 

need to come to school on any particular day. Teachers and Education Support Staff who need to 

come into school on any particular day MUST complete the appropriate details on the google form 

they have access to, print a copy of the form and carry it with you when you are travelling. Having 

the appropriate date(s) of travel to and from work clearly marked on your permit is a requirement; 

b) Any student whose circumstances at home are such that they can more effectively study at school 
should contact one of the three Principal Class Officers who will provide you with an on-site 
attendance form to complete and bring in with you. Any students who do come into school must 
wear a facemask at all times, sign in on Compass AND via the QR code, and observe appropriate 
social distancing and hygiene expectations (for example the frequent use of hand sanitiser). They 
must report to the PCO who has authorised their permit and an appropriate place of study will be 
organised.  

2. Key Health Advice: Face Masks  

 School staff and secondary school students aged 12 or older must always wear a face mask indoors 
and outdoors at school, including when attending an Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) program, 
unless a lawful exception applies. 

 Children under 12 years of age and students at primary school are now recommended to wear face 
masks when at school, or when attending an OSHC program. 

 For communication purposes, teachers and education support staff are not required to wear face 
masks while teaching, but those who wish to do so, can. It is recommended that face masks be 
worn while teaching wherever practicable. 

 Face masks are mandatory for all school staff and school students when travelling to and from 
school on public transport and when in taxis or ride share vehicles. 

 



3. Information from VCAA – the GAT and other important assessments 

In a Principal briefing late last week, and another on the weekend, VCAA released some further 

information for senior secondary students, especially concerning the GAT and other assessments, which I 

have included below. 

The following announcements have been made for senior students by the Victorian Curriculum and 

Assessment Authority. It is produced here for the attention of students and their families, as well as JMSS 

staff. 

 General Achievement Test 

Subject to public health advice and epidemiological conditions, the General Achievement Test (GAT) will be 

held on Thursday 9 September from 10.00am – 1.15pm. We will continue to work with the Department 

of Health and the Department of Education and Training to provide schools with the most up-to-date 

health and safety requirements for conducting the GAT. The current published Operational Guidance for 

the COVID-safe delivery of the 2021 General Achievement Test remains in place. Any updates to the 

Guidance will be provided to schools prior to the scheduled date. 

 Conducting school-based assessments 

School-based essential assessments and examination preparation, where they cannot  be conducted 

remotely, can be conducted onsite in Metropolitan Melbourne from Monday 30 August 2021. 

Specific Additional Health Controls for Essential Assessments for VCE and VCAL – 2021 for Metropolitan 

Melbourne currently under Stay-at-Home Directions for onsite attendance has been developed with the 

Department of Health to ensure that schools and non-school secondary providers can safely support 

metropolitan students to complete their essential school-based assessments and performance 

examination preparation where these cannot be completed remotely or deferred. 

JMSS will be issuing further information to students next week, when we know more about exactly what 
this advice means in practice. 

 VCE examinations 

Performance and oral examinations are to begin on Monday 4 October, and written exams to run until 

Wednesday 17 November 2021. 

For a full list of examination dates, see: VCE Examination Timetable. 

 Course and examination content 

We understand that the continued disruption during the 2021 school year has impacted the delivery of 

course content. It is not possible to reduce course or examination content and maintain a level of fairness 

across all students as schools are at different stages of content delivery in Unit 4. 

We are confident, working with schools, that the Consideration of Educational Disadvantage (CED) 

process will consider the individual impact of coronavirus on each student so that their results are fair and 

reliable. The CED process is based on the impact at the student level for each and every student. This is 

important as it will account for different impacts to individual students in schools that have been harder hit 

by the pandemic, as well as the differences between regional and metropolitan arrangements. 

 

4. Interviews for Prospective Year 10 students in 2022 

All of these interviews will now be held ONLINE, from Tuesday 24th August until Monday 30th August. Only 

those students who are required for an interview will be contacted by the school.  

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/Key-dates/Pages/VCE-exam-timetable.aspx


5. A Dose of Inspiration 

As always, I have NO DOUBT that everyone in our community will rise to meet that challenge. To that end, I 

showed all students the following short video at Friday’s assembly. I would urge you all to take the time to 

have a look – it is well worth it: 

https://www.espn.com/video/clip?id=31879384 

The video shows the story of Kikimita, entitled The Hansel Emmanuel Donato Story. Rising high school 

basketball star Hansel Emmanuel Donato from the Dominican Republic, takes us through the incredible 

journey he has taken, following a tragic accident when he was 6 years old, which led to the amputation of 

his left arm. The journey that started then, which has placed him at the precipice of playing in the US NBA, 

is nothing short of inspirational. If there’s a dry eye at your home after watching the piece about ‘push-ups’ 

I’d be staggered. This young man’s life shows what can be done with a strong belief, courage and 

determination. It’s just about ‘the urge to be better’ which personally gave me another dose of energy and 

determination, even though things are tough. I hope it helps you, it certainly helped me. 

Take care, stay happy, stay together. WE’VE STILL GOT THIS !  ! 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 

 

https://www.espn.com/video/clip?id=31879384

