
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 2021 T3-12 – Keep At It Team! 
 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

I trust this finds you all safe and well, as we head into Week 7 of the busy term three. I am writing to give 

you all some further advice about imminent important events at JMSS, and some further alterations to 

previously advertised dates. Whilst it is still anticipated that this lockdown will end at midnight on 

Thursday September 2nd, and onsite learning will resume for all schools on Friday September 3rd, no-one is 

game to bet on it. So we wait.  

In the meantime, please take note of the following: 

1. Course Counselling for current Year 10 students moving into Year 11 in 2022 

We have developed a revised process for the current Year 10 students, moving into Year 11 in 2022, to 

lodge and confirm their courses. All students were emailed last week with a list of forms to submit to the 

VCE Team via email, such as their CV, a copy of their last reports as well as their requested subjects. I 

understand this process has proceeded effectively, but any students who have not submitted this 

information must do so ASAP. 

2. Interviews for Prospective Year 10 students in 2022 

All of these interviews will now be held ONLINE, from Tuesday 24th August until Monday 30th August. Only 

those students who are required for an interview will be contacted by the school. 

3. Information from VCAA – the GAT and other important assessments 

In a Principal briefing late last week, and another on the weekend, VCAA released some further 

information for senior secondary students, especially concerning the GAT and other assessments, which I 

summarise again for you all. 

 General Achievement Test 

Subject to public health advice and epidemiological conditions, the General Achievement Test (GAT) will be 

held on Thursday 9 September from 10.00am – 1.15pm.  

 Conducting school-based assessments 

School-based essential assessments and examination preparation, where they cannot be conducted 

remotely, can be conducted onsite in Metropolitan Melbourne from Monday 30 August 2021. 

Students in Year 12 should expect that the school will be running SACs onsite at JMSS on or post this date. 
There will need to be strict protocols put in place to avoid large gatherings of students in the same place, 
and we would strongly urge that you abide by the directions put in place. This will include strategies such 
as students assembling in smaller groups at specific entrances and following directions explicitly when 
entering and leaving the JMSS building. It may also involve a SAC being run over staggered times, so half 
the cohort starting a 2-hour SAC at 9am, with the other half arriving later and starting at 10am. More 
information will be coming soon. 

 VCE examinations 

There has been NO change to the published VCE exam schedule. Performance and oral examinations are 

to begin on Monday 4 October, and written exams to run until Wednesday 17 November 2021. For a full 

list of examination dates, see: VCE Examination Timetable. 

 Course and examination content 

VCAA understands that the continued disruption during the 2021 school year has impacted the delivery of 

course content. However, it is not possible to reduce course or examination content and maintain a level 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/Key-dates/Pages/VCE-exam-timetable.aspx


of fairness across all students as schools are at different stages of content delivery in Unit 4.  

VCAA are confident, working with schools, that the Consideration of Educational Disadvantage (CED) 

process will consider the individual impact of coronavirus on each student so that their results are fair and 

reliable. The CED process is based on the impact at the student level for each and every student. This is 

important as it will account for different impacts to individual students in schools that have been harder hit 

by the pandemic, as well as the differences between regional and metropolitan arrangements 

4. The importance of Permits when attending onsite at JMSS  

Any staff members or students coming into school will need a permit to do so. Please note:  

a) Permits will be required to leave the house for authorised work, consistent with the 

arrangements that were in place last year. This will impact all members of the JMSS staff who 

need to come to school on any particular day. Teachers and Education Support Staff who need to 

come into school on any particular day MUST complete the appropriate details on the google form 

they have access to, print a copy of the form and carry it with you when you are travelling. Having 

the appropriate date(s) of travel to and from work clearly marked on your permit is a requirement; 

b) Any student whose circumstances at home are such that they can more effectively study at school 
should contact one of the three Principal Class Officers who will provide you with an on-site 
attendance form to complete and bring in with you. Any students who do come into school must 
wear a facemask at all times, sign in on Compass AND via the QR code, and observe appropriate 
social distancing and hygiene expectations (for example the frequent use of hand sanitiser). They 
must report to the PCO who has authorised their permit and an appropriate place of study will be 
organised; 

c) We will seek advice about whether this still applies to students coming to school for assessments or 
the GAT, but would think it unlikely at this stage, as these activities have been sanctioned by the 
Department of Education and Training for VCE students. 

5. Key Health Advice: Face Masks  

 School staff and secondary school students aged 12 or older must always wear a face mask indoors 
and outdoors at school, including when attending an Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) program, 
unless a lawful exception applies. 

 Face masks are mandatory for all school staff and school students when travelling to and from 
school on public transport and when in taxis or ride share vehicles. 

6. Student-Free Day – Monday 30th August 

Please note that Monday 30th August is a Student-Free day, to enable teachers to plan curriculum. 
There will be no online classes for students on that day, so all students will have the day to complete 
any outstanding work.  

Take care, stay happy, stay together. WE’VE STILL GOT THIS!  I would like to conclude with a special shout 
out to all of the student leaders and staff organising online competitions and fun events to get people’s 
minds off Covid and engaged in some fun activities. Thank you all for your work and superb efforts for our 
community. You are all doing a simply wonderful job. 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 

 

 


