
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 2021 T3-13 – Information re Year 12 Assessments 
 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

I hope this finds everyone in good spirits. There is much uncertainty around at the moment, and whilst we 

have no clarity about the level of restrictions after Thursday this week, we know now that the lockdown 

will be extended. Another challenge, and one we will rise to meet, as we have done so many times over 

the past two years. We have no other choice. 

I have planned and replanned this Update three times over the past 24 hours. I had hoped that I would 

have been able to have given our Year 12 students more clarity around School Assessed Coursework tasks, 

affectionately known as SACs, which were to be run onsite at JMSS during this coming week according to 

the planned schedule our students have already received.  

However due to changes announced by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority in a letter to 
Principals this afternoon, Sunday August 29th, none of the SACs we had planned to run at school this week 
will be allowed to go ahead in that format. Instead they will either run online at the same scheduled time, 
or they will be rescheduled online at a later date. In all cases, all of our Unit 3, 4 SACs will now need to be 
conducted online.  

Information Regarding the SACs 

Whilst all students know that these important assessments have to run around this time, there have been 

genuine concerns about their duration and frequency. The following arrangements will hopefully ease 

some of the other worries you might have: 

 All SACs will run in the afternoon, and hopefully no students will need to miss any online classes to 
attend a SAC; 

 Any student whose situation at home precludes them from being able to undertake a SAC 
productively, may come in to school.  Any student in this position MUST get in touch with the VCE 
team at school as soon as possible to make this arrangement; 

 Every student has been emailed a PERMIT to travel to school. Any student who needs to come to 
school MUST fill this in and have it with them on the way to and from school, either electronically 
on their phone or in hard copy, in case they are asked to produce it; 

 The duration of each SAC is between one and a maximum of two hours only; 

 The SAC schedule has been shared on email with all students via a google calendar; 

 The FINAL schedule of SACs will be confirmed later this afternoon. 

Information from VCAA – the GAT and VCE Courses of Study 

A reminder again of the following: 

 General Achievement Test 

Subject to public health advice and epidemiological conditions, the General Achievement Test (GAT) will still 

be held on Thursday 9 September from 10.00am – 1.15pm.  

 Assessable material for Unit 3, 4 Examinations 

There has been no reduction made to the assessable content of any VCE studies.  

Finally a Reminder: Student-Free Day – Monday 30th August 

Apart from any scheduled SACs for Unit 3, 4 studies, please note that TOMORROW, Monday 30th August, is 
a Student-Free day, to enable teachers to plan curriculum. There will be no online classes for students on 
this day, so all students will have the day to complete any outstanding work.  



Take care, stay happy, stay together. I know that what we were all hoping for in terms of a relaxation of 
restrictions has now disappeared due to some alarming statistics in the rising number of Covid19 cases due 
to the spread of the Delta variant. This will be a further hit to morale. But on the other hand I do know how 
hard some of us are working to bring online competitions and events to get people’s minds OFF Covid and 
ON having some fun. That is what happens when the many courageous and determined people in our 
community take the lead to help us look after each other. 

A final special word for our Year 12s. I know this journey of ‘stop-start-stop-start again’ has been tough on 

you all, especially after the huge impact Covid had on your first year in the VCE when you were in Year 11. 

Yet you keep bouncing back time and again. And so you will again this week. All I can encourage you to do 

is to keep going, some days faster, some days slower, but still forward, no matter how far or how fast. Lean 

on the people you trust for comfort, for help, for courage, for advice, even for some inspiration. Help your 

mates too. Sometimes in these situations you feel ever better for giving. Be that beacon of hope for your 

mates, and let them be the same for you. You don’t have to be tough, you just have to keep ‘turning up’.  

It was Woody Allen who said that ‘The world is run by the people who turn up!’, and I reckon he’s right. 

The collective spirit and goodwill of our staff and students inspires me every day, and helps me keep doing 
what I love. I am so grateful for that. You really get to see the absolute high quality of people when the 
chips are down and the going gets tough. Thank you all for your work and superb efforts for our 
community. You are all playing a vital role and doing a mighty job. 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


