
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 2021 T3-16 – RETURN OF JMSS TUTORING PROGRAM! 
 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

I hope the onset of warmer weather has buoyed some spirits, and you are all getting out and about a bit, 

albeit within the limits set by the State Government. I also hope Fathers’ Day brought you all some good 

family time, and of course the Dads a few treats. Catching up with much loved family members via google 

is not ideal, but seeing loved ones in real time, if not in real space, sure beats phone-calls. 

I have some important news to relay to you all, and a very special announcement for ALL of our Unit 3, 4 

students! 

1. Thursday 9th September is a Student-Free Day  

Tomorrow has been allocated as a Student-Free Day, for the purpose of giving students and teachers a 

complete break from working online, and both teachers and students to catch up on other work, at their 

own pace. However, Year 12 classes will all run as normal, sadly and obviously it is too late in the year for 

all of you to lose lesson time. 

2. Easing of Restrictions in Regional Victoria 

Earlier today the Premier announced the easing of restrictions in Regional Victoria beginning on Friday this 

week. The important announcements concerning schools are as follows: 

 Year 12 students are allowed to return to onsite learning at school, and students in other year 

levels who are also studying a Unit 3, 4 subject may also come to school for those lessons; 

 Students in Prep to Year 2 are also able to return to onsite learning at school from Friday this week; 

 All students in metropolitan Melbourne will remain learning remotely for the remainder of Term 

Three; 

 We still await word about the settings which will be in place for the start of Term Four. 

 

3. Covid-19 and Vaccination – Your Questions Answered Webinar, Thursday 19th September 

The Victorian Department of Health is hosting a live webinar for final year school students, their families 

and educators to provide information on COVID-19 vaccination. You can join the free webinar on Thursday 

9 September, 6-7pm. Registration is via this link.  Copy and paste the following link into a browser: 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/covid-19-vaccines-webinar-your-questions-answered-tickets-

167680333391?keep_tld=1 

 Topics covered include: 

 Vaccines, development and safety 
 Accessing and consenting to a vaccination 
 How you can book an appointment 
 Q+A with the panel.  

 This event will be held via Microsoft Teams Live. I have also included a reminder of the message in the last 

Update about accessing vaccinations: 

Dedicated appointment booking hotline  
The hotline number is 1800 434 144. The hotline will operate from 8am to 8pm.  

 Year 12 students will be able to book from 8am Monday 6 September. 
 Other Unit 3/4 students can book from 8am Wednesday 8 September.  

Ineligible staff and students will not be able to make a booking using this booking process. Please encourage 

final year students, their teachers and VCE exam supervisors and assessors to make an appointment, as this 

https://list.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au/track/click?u=770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872&id=8d61910a00bd375d&e=04b0152479f7c2d2
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/covid-19-vaccines-webinar-your-questions-answered-tickets-167680333391?keep_tld=1
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/covid-19-vaccines-webinar-your-questions-answered-tickets-167680333391?keep_tld=1
tel:1800434144


will help keep them and our community safe and support the safe conduct of the VCE examinations later this 

year. Please also assure students and families that there is enough vaccine supply for all eligible students and 

staff. There is no need to rush to call the booking hotline immediately on Monday when it opens. Students and 

families should be patient as there may be long wait times. We will support all students and staff to ensure they 

are vaccinated. 

 

4. The Alumni Tutoring Program RESUMES! 

One of the most wonderful gestures of support for our 2020 senior students came from the Year 12 class 

of 2019, who organised free tutoring in small groups for as many of last year’s VCE Unit 3, 4 students as 

were interested. Naturally most were. This program arose once it became clear that schools would be in 

lockdown throughout Term Three. I am delighted to inform you all that last year’s JMSS Student Leaders, 

Jackson McAloon, Emmylou Reeve, Zac Elimelech and Charlotte Gilley are co-ordinating a similar program 

which we hope to launch as soon as next week.  

Before the end of this week, a google form will be emailed to all students studying at least one Unit 3, 4 

Study in 2021. Any students interested in being in the tutoring program must indicate this on the form, 

complete with all information asked for, by the end of the weekend at latest. I would like to point out the 

guidelines which will operate: 

 Tutoring will be offered in MOST Unit 3, 4 studies being taught at JMSS, but not all. This will depend 

on the subjects actually offered by the Alumni tutors; 

 Current JMSS students can only choose ONE or TWO subjects for tutoring in the program; 

 Tutoring will be offered to ANY students at JMSS currently studying a Unit 3, 4 subject, whether 

they are in Year 10, 11 or 12; 

 Tutoring will be on week-day evenings, over a range of times. Once each group is formed, I am sure 

the tutor and students can work together to decide on a suitable time for the tutorial each week; 

 JMSS students can ONLY attend the tutor sessions to which they have been allocated; 

 A maximum of six JMSS students will be allocated to each group. The group size may increase in 

cases where no other alternative exists; 

 Mr Anderson and I will be co-ordinating the program from the JMSS standpoint, and will be working 

closely with last year’s Captains to ensure it is successful. 

In conclusion I would like to sincerely thank the students in the Class of 2020, and especially the Captains, 

for their generosity in making this offer. We owe you all a great debt of gratitude. If the program is 

anywhere near as successful as last year, it will be another brilliant success. Frankly I am in awe of the 

generosity of our former students to come to our aid and put this program together, especially when they 

are also feeling the pressures of their own tertiary studies.   

In conclusion, I ended the last Update with this: 

MAKE SOMEONE ELSE’S DAY SPECIAL, AND BY SO DOING, MAKE YOURS SPECIAL AS WELL. SIMPLY 

GOING OUT OF YOUR WAY TO HAVE A CHAT, AND ASKING THEM HOW THEY’RE GOING, WILL MEAN THE 

WORLD TO SOMEONE WHO NEEDS IT NOW. DON’T RUSH OFF, STAY FOR A BIT AND HAVE A CHAT. AND 

DON’T STOP AT ONE – DO IT ONCE EVERY DAY. THEN TELL ME THAT DOESN’T MAKE YOU FEEL BETTER AS 

WELL…. 

2020’s Student Leaders certainly made last weekend special for me. I hope this offer makes it feel special 

for our Unit 3, 4 students as well. Stay safe, stay alert, stay happy, and check in to make sure your mates 

feel the same way. 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 


