
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 2021 T3-17 – Term Three Ends – Is There Light On The Horizon? 
 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

Term Three is drawing to a close, and a two-week break will be MOST welcome for students and staff alike. 

The term has been characterised by uncertainty and will be remembered for single week lockdowns 

extending to one lengthy lockdown, one which we are hoping can end soon. 

The two-week Term Three holiday begins at the end of this week. It will bring a welcome rest for teachers 

and students alike, although there will still be plenty of work for both at times during the break, preparing 

for Year 12 exams for some, and marking assessments for others. Nonetheless I hope everyone does make 

the best of the obvious change of pace, and the opportunity to plan to take plenty of time off to rest and 

relax.  

I trust our students have made the most of the opportunity to book a vaccination after the announcements 

of last weekend. We still await advice regarding the final Year 12 examinations, but it would be sensible to 

predict that those exams will now be held onsite, according to the schedule which has been known for 

some time. It is also clear that the GAT will be held onsite on the second day of term, Tuesday October 5th. 

What the intentions are for the resumption of classes in Term Four, as far as a return to onsite learning or 

a continuation of remote and flexible learning, sadly is anyone’s guess at the moment. 

Important News 

1. School Captains for 2022 Announced 

It is with great pleasure that we announce the School Captains for 2022, after a lengthy process of written 

applications and interviews. After reading the many applications submitted, shortlisting and then meeting 

them at interview, what IS clear is that JMSS has an outstanding number of high calibre students willing to 

put their hands up for leadership positions. Our student leaders throughout the past two years have simply 

been outstanding role models for their fellow students: enthusiastic, strategic, empathetic, brave and 

thoughtful, and providing the sort of courageous and dependable leadership which has really helped us all 

maintain focus, have some fun and stay on course. The 2022 leaders will be no different: 

School Captains: Vibha Srinivasan and Aabshaar Ahmad 

School Vice Captains: Ruby Nathan-Valentine and Benjamin Russell 

Sincere congratulations to these students, and a huge thank you to all other applicants for putting in their 

applications. There are many more opportunities for students to fill leadership positions for next year, 

especially House Captains and Portfolio Captains. These processes have begun and will be finalised next 

term, so the message to students is simple.  Please put your name forward if you want to take on a 

leadership role, and even if leadership isn’t really ‘your thing’, join one of our many student committees 

and clubs and get involved.  This is how you can meet lots of great people and get the most out of your 

time at JMSS. 

2. Unit 3, 4 Students – Collection of Trial Exam Booklets from JMSS 

A big thank you to all of the students studying Unit 3/4 subjects (almost 400!!) who quickly replied to the 

emails regarding the distribution of the Trial Exam Booklets. Every student should now have received an 

email with their allocated 15-minute collection window. Booklets will be distributed from the deck to the 

right of the main entrance. The advice to students is to please carefully read the email and keep to the 

allocated times as closely as possible so we can facilitate a safe collection process for everyone. Students 

can contact Dr Denney if they have any questions. 

3. New Students in 2022 

Offers for 2022 Year 10 and Year 11 students have been made, and all placed will be finalised over the 

coming weeks; 



4. Alumni Tutoring Program 

The Alumni tutoring program, announced last week, will begin this week. Once again I would like to 

sincerely thank all of our former students for offering their help to our current students, at their time of 

need. This program is one that sees JMSS at its best. I know it was of enormous benefit to the 2020 Year 12 

cohort, and I trust the same will be the case for the class of 2021. My sincere thanks to last year’s JMSS 

Student Leaders Jackson McAloon, Emmylou Reeve, Zac Elimelech and Charlotte Gilley for co-ordinating 

the program; 

5. The Vaccination Blitz 

I have repeated below the important information regarding the access to vaccinations for our Unit 3, 4 

students: 

Dedicated appointment booking hotline  
The hotline number is 1800 434 144. The hotline will operate from 8am to 8pm.  

 Year 12 students will be able to book from 8am Monday 6 September. 
 Other Unit 3/4 students can book from 8am Wednesday 8 September.  

Ineligible staff and students will not be able to make a booking using this booking process. Please 

encourage final year students, their teachers and VCE exam supervisors and assessors to make an 

appointment, as this will help keep them and our community safe and support the safe conduct of the VCE 

examinations later this year. Please also assure students and families that there is enough vaccine supply 

for all eligible students and staff. There is no need to rush to call the booking hotline immediately on Monday 

when it opens. Students and families should be patient as there may be long wait times. We will support all 

students and staff to ensure they are vaccinated. 

 

I trust you all have a good week and no doubt I will be issuing a final Update before the end of term. The 

fact that this will be Update 18, in a ten-week term, tells you all you need to know about how busy and at 

times genuinely frenetic it has been. I and my colleagues have been most grateful for the fantastic work of 

our staff, the wonderful commitment, compliance and generosity of spirit of our students, and the warm 

thoughts from our parents and friends. Without that, we might have gone a bit ‘nuts’ to be frank, so thank 

you all. 

Kind regards 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 
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