
A Fond and Sincere Farewell to the Year 12 Class of 2021 

 

Dear members of the Class of 2021 

It seems almost surreal that we are saying farewell to you now, so soon after 

getting you all back onsite. But nonetheless that is the truth of it, time moves 

quickly, even in a pandemic which has made time seem slower than ever. 

Before I do that, I think it is appropriate to reflect on what we have all achieved 

as a community. And that is more than we can ever reasonably measure. Each 

and every one of us has been challenged, perhaps like never before. But each of 

us has come through, with the support of one another and the people who 

matter to each of us. Collectively we have worked so hard, overcome problems, 

supported one another, and provided our friends and colleagues the friendship 

they needed at precisely the right time. Learning on each other when you need 

to, the giving and receiving of genuine collegiality and support. Aussies are 

known for their capacity to rise in the face of adversity, to help their mates and 

keep going despite the odds. All that has been mirrored here. And strange as it 

may sound, the belief and strength we have built individually and together will 

mean we are all the better for what we have experienced. 

In times of adversity, people look to their leaders for the way forward. And 

yours have been first class. From our four captains Felix, Hannah, Caitlyn and 

Sasha, to your House Captains and Vice Captains, to the leaders of your 

Parliamentary committees. You have collectively engaged our community in 

activity, competition and fun, keeping us busy, keeping our minds active, 

bringing us together. You have all been exceptional. 

In formally farewelling you, our Year 12s, and wishing you all the very best for 

your final exams, and the exciting futures which no doubt lie in store after that, 

above all we say THANK YOU.  

Thank you for the three wonderful years you have given this school, and thank 

you for making the brave decision to change schools and come to John Monash 

Science School in the first place. I hope we have honoured your decision to 

come. JMSS is still relatively young, but thanks to you and all who have come 

before you, is surely now making its mark strongly on the Victorian and national 

education landscape. And finally thank you for the enormous contribution you 



have made to this community while you have been here.  It seems to have gone 

altogether too fast, but most things that are worthwhile, full of energy and 

happy memories have a habit of doing that. You have copped two years of 

lengthy lockdowns, not ideal. But you are still smiling, still optimistic, still 

working hard, and still genuinely great people. I am in awe of your courage and 

your resilience.  

Your collective thirteen years in education have been shaped by hundreds of 

dedicated teachers and support staff, by your families, by your many friends, 

and by those unique individuals you have met and chosen as mentors. Keep 

them all close to your heart now. They are all proud of you and proud of every 

small contribution they have made in bringing you to today. If you get a chance, 

say thank you. Let them know what their investment in you has meant, and 

then resolve to play out the next stage of your lives as strong individuals, clear 

thinkers, compassionate and reliable friends, and daring and creative 

innovators.  

You have been wonderful ambassadors for JMSS in your time here, and have 

provided outstanding leadership and mentorship for those younger who have 

followed you here. We have watched and admired the bonds you have formed 

and relied on in times of stress and pressure. We have seen these bonds build a 

reliable network around you, one you can rely on, one you can keep. 

We have admired your significant achievements both in and outside JMSS, in 

competitions, in projects and investigations, in teams, in science fairs both here 

and abroad, in Sport, in Music, in Leadership. JMSS is all the better for you being 

here. Treasure these times and remember them fondly.  

Collectively you have ensured that the bar has continued to rise, and we are 

confident that those who follow you will maintain that trend. Year 12 students 

are invariably the envy of younger students. You ARE where they want to be. 

But their time will come, and the measure of this cohort will lie in the legacy you 

leave, and we could not have asked for a better group of young people to take 

us through what we have faced this year. 

Thank you for your friendship, your warmth, your unique brand of humour. 

Thank you for your support of one another, and your genuine collaboration with 

all of us. Thank you for your sense of fun, and all the activities you planned and 



ran for us throughout the year. Thank you for enhancing our community more 

richly and deeply. 

We will miss you, but will always welcome you back, keen to hear of your 

exploits, and remaining confident that the legacy you will leave wherever you go 

in the future will be as strong as the one you leave here. 

We wish you well in your exams. Stay the course. Like I have said many times – 

control what you can, and don’t worry about what you can’t. We wish you all 

well for the future. Be brave, take those opportunities on with the same sense 

of adventure and curiosity you came here with three years ago, and have 

carried yourselves since. 

Stay close, to each other, and to JMSS. We will always be keen to know how and 

what you’re doing. Join our Alumni association and use your influence to 

shepherd this school through the challenges which will no doubt come in the 

future. We are blessed to have so many former students pop in to catch up with 

their old teachers. Join them. All bring with them the genuine excitement of the 

path they have chosen. Sometimes they seek advice, trusting the wisdom of old 

mentors. Whatever brings you back, we will always be happy to see you. 

Be confident you have what it takes to make a difference. Be brave enough to 

follow your heart and lead. The world sadly needs your bright and optimistic 

minds, your collective intelligence and your courage to choose what is right over 

what is easy, to privilege vision and foresight over what is expedient, to have 

courage and resolve, when others may falter and give up. The great man Sir 

John Monash himself espoused this selflessness: 

 “Equip yourself for life, not solely for your own benefit, but for the benefit of 

the whole community.” 

Now is your time. Grab it with both hands and go for it. 

Know this. You have honoured and bettered our school by being here. And we 

know you will hold a special place in your hearts for the school you graduate 

from this year, the tenth cohort to make their way from our school into the 

world.  

We wish you well. We thank you for your contribution to our school. We are the 

better for you being here. Hold this place and its memories in your hearts. Stay 

safe, stay together, and use your education here to make a better world. We 



need that commitment from you. And if you can, keep JMSS special, join its 

alumni association, make it stronger, keep learning, keep growing, keep giving, 

keep well, and keep together. Look after this place and make sure it always 

holds a special place in Australia’s educational landscape. 

I would like to conclude with a prayer from my own Celtic heritage to light your 

way and guide your path: 

May love and laughter light your days and warm your heart and 

home, 

May good and faithful friends be yours wherever you may roam. 

May peace and plenty bless your world, with joy that long 

endures, 

May all life’s passing seasons bring the best to you and yours. 

May the road rise up to meet you, 

May the wind be always at your back, 

May the sun shine warm upon your face and the rains fall soft 

upon your fields, 

And until we meet again, 

May God hold you in the palm of his hand. 

 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 

On behalf of the students and staff of John Monash Science School 


