
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 2021 T4-07 –  A Great Week at JMSS!  
 

Dear fellow members of staff 

No doubt you have all enjoyed some renewed freedom this weekend, and it certainly helped that the 
weather was so much better on Sunday to allow people to enjoy the outdoors. 

I will send further information early this week, but you will also be buoyed by Sunday’s two 
announcements: 

 Opening up access between regional Victoria and metropolitan Melbourne, from 6pm, Friday 29th 
October; 

 A full return to onsite learning for ALL students on Monday November 1st. This means that all Year 
10 and 11 students will resume full-time learning onsite at JMSS then. 

Recent Successes 

We have just completed a wonderful week in so many ways at JMSS. Just to note: 

 The superb last day onsite for our Year 12s on Tuesday 19th October; 

 The triumphant return of our Primary Close Contacts last Friday 22nd October; 

 The long-awaited return of both our Year 10 and Year 11 students last Friday as well. 

After all this time it was great to have a relatively ‘full’ school again on Friday, and I would sincerely like to 

compliment all of the students for their co-operation and support with our requests around taking 

personal responsibility for the wearing of masks, for socially distancing whenever they could, and for 

almost all of the students going outside during the breaks. Mind you the weather really helped, but 

nonetheless the very positive response to our call for co-operation was highly impressive. 

On the matter of our Primary Close Contacts, all members of staff, can I express our gratitude for the 

important contribution you all made to helping JMSS return onsite as quickly as it did. Your willingness to 

isolate at home and complete the required number of Covid tests was singularly responsible for heling 

JMSS get back on its feet as quickly as it did. I am also really pleased that none of our close contacts 

actually tested positive, and the member of staff who did test positive is now fit and well (it was only the 

loss of their sense of taste which led to them dashing to get a Covid test in the first place) and looking 

forward to being back with us all on Monday. I am also pleased our much loved staff member remained fit 

and well throughout the period of isolation. All’s well that ends well. 

Covid-Safety for ALL at JMSS 

The following ‘MUST-DOs’ should be noted by all students: 

 All students must wear a mask inside and outside the JMSS building. If any student has a medical 

exemption, please inform your House Leader and we will ensure your name is on a list available to 

all staff; 

 All students must wear a mask when travelling on public transport both to and from school; 

 All students are responsible for appropriate social distancing at school, and should go outside and 

spread out during recess and lunchtime; 

 All students should sanitise their hands using the sanitiser provided whenever you are entering or 

leaving the building; 

 Large meetings should be organised online, unless a suitable space can be found where all 

attendees can adequately separate and still hear and contribute to the meeting; 

 Operable windows should be kept open unless poor weather makes it inappropriate to do so. 

 

 



The Coming Few Weeks 

The next few weeks back onsite at JMSS will mainly feature the Year 12 students coming in on various days 

for their final examinations. These are usually held in various venues at Monash University, and while this 

is still very much the case this year, some groups of students from the large cohort exams, such as English 

and Chemistry, will be doing their exams onsite at JMSS. Accordingly, there are a small number of days on 

which either or both Year 11 and 10 classes will need to be held remotely, with those students learning 

from home. I have highlighted these days in the next few weekly calendars. 

 Wednesday October 27th – Year 11 classes continue ONLINE due to Year 12 English exam requiring 

the use of JMSS; 

 Friday October 29th – Year 11 classes continue ONLINE due to Year 12 Biology exam requiring the 

use of JMSS. Year 10 students may still attend onsite that day. 

 

Week Four Term Four, Monday October 25th – Friday October 29th     

 

 Monday 25th  Tuesday 
26th 

 

Wednesday 27th 

 

Thursday 28th   

  

Friday 29th   

Key Event Year 11s 
resume onsite 

 Year 12 Exams 
begin 

Year 10s 
resume onsite 

 

Principals Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite 

Teachers Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite 

Support Staff Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite 

Year 12 Swot-Vac Swot-Vac English Exam Exams Biology Exam 

Year 11 Onsite Onsite Offsite due to 
Exam at JMSS 

Onsite Offsite due to 
Exam at JMSS 

Year 10 Remote 
Learning 

Remote 
Learning 

Remote 
Learning 

Return Onsite Onsite 

Notes: 

 Year 11s continue fulltime onsite from Monday 25th October; 

 Year 10s return fulltime onsite on Thursday 28th October; 

 All teachers return onsite on Monday 25th October, unless their entire allotment comprises Year 10 

classes; 

 All Education Support staff should return onsite from Monday 25th October, unless on roster by 

agreement with the Business Manager; 

 Year 12 Written Exams begin on Wednesday 27th October; 

 Please Note: Year 11 students will undertake remote learning on each of Wednesday 27th October 

and Friday 29th October, as the JMSS building is needed to host some of the students doing the Unit 

3, 4 English exam on 27th and the Unit 3, 4 Biology exam on 29th. Any Year 11 students NOT 

required onsite to attend for either of these exams will learn from home on those days. 

 

 

 



Week Five Term Four, Monday November 1st – Friday November 5th     

 Monday 1st   Tuesday 2nd 

 

Wednesday 3rd  

 

Thursday 4th   

  

Friday 5th   

Key Event  PUBLIC 
HOLIDAY 
CUP DAY 

   

Principals Onsite Holiday Onsite Onsite Onsite 

Teachers Onsite Holiday Onsite Onsite Onsite 

Support Staff Onsite Holiday Onsite Onsite Onsite 

Year 12 Psychology 
Exam 

No Exams Maths Methods 
Exam1 

Maths Methods 
Exam2 

Maths Specialist 
Exam1  

Year 11 Onsite Holiday Onsite Onsite Onsite 

Year 10 Onsite Holiday Onsite Onsite Onsite 

Notes: 

 Year 10s and 11s continue fulltime onsite from Monday 1st November; 

 Year 12 Written Exams continue on each day, except for the public holiday on Tuesday. 

 

Health and Safety Settings at JMSS From Monday 25th October  

The following settings remain in place: 

1. All staff and students must use the hand sanitiser each time they enter JMSS; 

2. Every staff member and every student must wear a mask while onsite at school, both inside and 

outside the JMSS building. Teachers may remove their masks when teaching; 

3. The middle stairs are now only available for staff use; 

4. All students must only use the stairs at either end of the building; 

5. All students must wear a mask when playing games outside at recess and lunchtime; 

6. Being a confined space, the lift should only be used when necessary; 

7. Students should check their timetables on Compass for Room Changes, as our timetabled 

classrooms have been altered to spread classes out; 

8. Students who have free lessons at the start or the end of the day may come in later and leave 

earlier as the case may be. The Timetabler has been asked to schedule more free periods at the 

beginning and end of the day to enable this to happen; 

9. Students who have a scheduled SAC in one of their study periods must attend onsite then. 

In Conclusion 

It was simply fantastic having all of our Year 10 and 11 students back together onsite last Friday. There was 

so much energy in the place as people who hadn’t seen each other in real time for so long connected once 

again. However, what has been hard won can disappear quickly through bad luck or unnecessary risk. Our 

main aim is to keep everyone safe and onsite together as best we can. The simple expectations of each and 

every individual continue to be emphasised in these Updates. Please do your part to keep us ALL onsite, 

learning and teaching together, as best as we know how, for the rest of the term. Put simply, if YOU do 

your bit, then JMSS will keep doing what it does best, and for the rest of the school year. 

Kind regards 

Peter Corkill, Principal 


