
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 2021 T4-09 – WORLD TEACHER’S DAY  
 
Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 
 
I trust this finds you all well. We are all really pleased with the very positive response of all of our students 
to the return onsite, in particular the way they are embracing the renewed chances to work together, and 
especially with everyone’s co-operation with the need to collectively and individually adhere to the 
expectations on each and every person around their own Covid safety and awareness, and that of the 
whole community. It is simply a pleasure to walk around the school and see the renewed very positive and 
productive energy onsite. 
 
Year 12 Exams Off To A Great Start 
 
At the time of writing we have successfully navigated our way through the Unit 3, 4 English exam on 
Wednesday, and today’s Year 12 English Language exam. Tomorrow heralds another large exam – Biology, 
and it is terrific the way students are responding so positively to our expectations. 
To all students, please continue to come well on time - at least a full hour before the exam is due to begin. 
Late comers throw everyone into a frenzy, especially when we do not hear from anyone that they are 
running late, or something unexpected has held them up. So the best advice is as follows:  
 

 leave home early and get to school with plenty of time to spare, at least an hour before the exam is 
due to start. This will help you navigate unexpected events such as heavy traffic or delays in public 
transport;  

 if you are unexpectedly held up, please ring the school asap so we know what the situation is;  

 on arrival, sign in on the sheets posted on windows or walls near your designated meeting place, to 
let the staff know you are here;  

 on arrival, turn your mobile phone OFF, place it in your bag, and assemble with your friends in an 
orderly manner and await further instructions.  

 
WORLD TEACHER’S DAY – Friday October 29th 
 
One of the main purposes of this Update is to alert everyone to World Teacher’s Day which takes place 
tomorrow, Friday October 29th. 
 

 



I am sure you will all agree our teachers and staff as a whole have done an absolutely fantastic job over the 
past two years at JMSS, which have been quite dramatically impacted by Covid19. 
 
Yes - Melbourne holds the title of the world’s most ‘locked-down city’ over this time, and I am fully aware 
of the huge burden this has placed on all of you. Mums and Dads working from home, balancing the needs 
of keeping the house going, keeping their jobs going, and looking after their children doing online learning. 
Let alone the added fun and games in occupying and entertaining the toddlers, without access to childcare 
for much of the time. And you – our students in Year 10, 11 and 12, working through the many competing 
demands of keeping up with their studies and contributing to the home-front as well. 
 
The people who have kept all of you, our wonderful students, going, are our teachers and the Education 
Support Staff at JMSS. I have told all of them time and again I have never been more proud of a school or 
the professionals who work within and for it, as I am of the people we are lucky to have working at JMSS. 
But here’s the thing – I can shout that from the roof tops, and it does help a bit, but the people they really 
need to hear it from are YOU. 
 
So here’s a chance for all of you to shine, and make someone else’s day shine as well. 
 
All of you will have memories of those times when a member of staff at JMSS made a big difference to you. 
It might have been a great lesson, where you finally understood how covalent bonding worked, or how to 
write an impactful opening paragraph, or how the chain rule in Maths Methods works. There are 
thousands of examples, but you get what I mean. Maybe they just sat down with you and took 15 minutes 
out of their day to make yours. Maybe they gave you a laugh just when you needed it. Maybe they were 
the one person who noticed you were just a little ‘off-message’ on a particular day and spent time with you 
to make sure you were ok. Maybe they were the teacher who finally demystified that one concept in 
Physics you didn’t get, and they took time to show you where it comes from and how it works. And just 
maybe they were the person who listened, and made you feel better on a day you just weren’t ‘into it’.  
So tomorrow is THEIR SPECIAL DAY. 
 
My request is to make it special for them, either tomorrow, over the weekend, even sometime next week, 
BUT SOON. Send an email and say thank you, and tell them why. Or even go up to them at school and say 
thank you. Or even write them a card they can keep and remember the young people they made a 
difference to in the years to come. 
 
I’ll leave that all to you. 
 
Make someone’s day special soon. You cannot know the special and heart-warming difference that makes, 
UNLESS you are a teacher. And after 40 years in this wonderful profession, I ought to know.  
I’ll leave that with you. Make a difference, soon. 
 
Kind regards  
 
Peter Corkill 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


