
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 2021 T4-11 – Still Going Well! 
 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

I trust this finds you all well.  

We are now well into the period of Year 12 exams, and everything seems to be going well at this stage. It 
has been most pleasing to see our senior students get into the reliable routines we need of them, such as 
attending their designated meeting places well before the expected time of entry (half an hour at least), 
signing in at the listings mounted on the walls near their respective meeting places, and ensuring their 
mobile phones are off, and placed safely in their bags. 

I would like to sincerely congratulate all of our Unit 3, 4 students, either in Year 12 or 11, for their excellent 
co-operation during the first week of these important exams. You have all been wonderful to work with, 
timely on the whole, co-operative and enthusiastic. Keep up the great work! I am sure our Year 10s will be 
every bit as good, when they begin their formal assessments at school this week. 

Year 10 and 11 Assessments at JMSS NEXT WEEK 

1. Year 11 Exams continue this week in venues inside JMSS and also the University. These written 
assessments have been set to a maximum of 90 minutes, and will help us gauge where each 
student currently sits in their learning, and will assist us to provide support for those who might 
have slipped behind during this time; 

2. Our Year 10 students begin a short period of exams across four days. These will include English, 
Mathematics and Issues Studies. Year 10 students studying a VCE-level subject, including those 
doing Unit 1, 2 Mathematical Methods, Unit 2 Physics and Advanced Chemistry, will do those 
exams either alongside the Year 11 students, or a different exam if that is more appropriate; 

3. Following the exams there will be course confirmation interviews with all Year 10 and Year 11 
students and their parents, which are necessary in order for us to compile the 2022 timetable. At 
the end of that week there will be Peer Support training for all students who have been selected to 
be a peer buddy for one of our new Year 10 or 11 students in 2022. 

 

Use of JMSS and Monash Venues for Exams 

As advised by the Department of Education and Training, and by VCAA, the organisation administering the 
external VCE examinations, schools have been instructed to spread out students as much as they can 
during the examination period, which extends basically over this week and the next three. Put simply we 
have to spread the students out more, which means we will have to use multiple venues at Monash, as 
well as within our own building.  

I was most pleased with the way in which all of our students responded to having exams or classes in a 
number of different venues last week. As advised, we have had to use our own lab spaces for larger 
numbers of students, including the Year 12 Methods Exam 2, which basically took up most of the closed 
spaces inside the JMSS building, as well as tutorial rooms for students with additional requirements. I 
would like to thank the Year 12s for their co-operation, as well as our Year 10s and 11s whose classes had 
to relocate either within the JMSS building, or in many cases to learning from home.  

There have also been a small number of students who have been declared Primary Close Contacts of a 
confirmed Covid case, doing their VCE exams under special supervision at school. I would like to thank our 
VCE team for establishing such a great solution for this situation, and to our staff supervisors who have 
taken charge of this space and ensured all expected protocols were followed to the fullest. Without you, 
this very small number of students would not have been able to sit their final exams. 

 

 



Calendar for the Next TWO Weeks 

Week Six Term Four, Monday November 8th – Friday November 12th 

 Monday 8th Tuesday 9th Wednesday 10th  Thursday 11th Friday 12th 

Key Event      

Principals Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite 

Teachers Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite 

Support Staff Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite 

Year 12 Exams  Phys. Ed AM  
Spec. Maths 2 
PM 

Chemistry AM 
Algorithmics 

PM 

Physics AM Literature AM; 
Enviro Science 
PM; Economics 
PM 

Geography PM 

Year 11 Methods AM 
Biology PM 
MCP1 PM 

Spec Math PM 
Geography PM 
Global Pol PM 

French Orals AM 
MCP2 PM 
Physics PM 

Economics AM 
Phys. Ed. AM 
Clashes PM 

Clashes AM 
Clashes PM 

Year 10 All Maths AM 
Issues St. PM 
 

English PM 
EAL PM 

Adv. Chem PM 
Adv. Physics PM 

French AM 
Japanese AM 
Clashes PM 

French Orals AM 
Clashes AM 
Clashes PM 

Notes: 

● Year 12 Exams continue all week; 

● Year 11 Exams continue all week; 

● Year 10 Exams continue for only four days, until Thursday, with exams running on Friday only for 

students whose schedules involved an exam clash earlier in the week; 

● There will be no formal classes running for Year 10, 11 students all week. If students are not 

required at school for an exam, then they may study at home. 

 

Week Seven Term Four, Monday November 15th – Friday November 19th 

 Monday 15th  Tuesday 16th  Wednesday 17th  Thursday 18th Friday 19th 

Key Event      

Principals Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite 

Teachers Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite 

Support Staff Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite 

Year 12 Global Politics Music 
Performance, 
Chinese 2nd , 

Japanese, 
Italian 

French, 
Vietnamese, 

Chinese 2nd Adv, 
Indonesian 

Relax! Relax! 

Year 11 Course 
Confirmation 

Course 
Confirmation 

Course 
Confirmation 

Course 
Confirmation 

Peer Mentor 
Training 

Year 10 Course 
Confirmation 

Course 
Confirmation 

Course 
Confirmation 

Course 
Confirmation 

Peer Mentor 
Training 

Notes: 

● Year 12 Exams conclude on Wednesday 17th November; 

● Year 11 students undertake Course Confirmation by appointment during the week; 

● Year 10 students undertake Course Confirmation by appointment during the week; 



● Peer mentoring for 140 Years 10 and 11 students takes place on Friday at JMSS, those not involved 

remain at home. Course confirmation continues on Friday as well. 

Covid-Safety for ALL at JMSS 

The following ‘MUST-DOs’ should be noted by all students whenever they are onsite at JMSS or on the 

Monash campus: 

● All students must wear a mask when inside the JMSS building. If any student has a medical 

exemption, please inform your House Leader and we will ensure your name is on a list available to 

all staff; 

● Students should keep their masks with them when they are outside and put them on if they deem it 

necessary; 

● All students must wear a mask when travelling on public transport both to and from school; 

● All students are responsible for appropriate social distancing at school, and should go outside and 

spread out during recess and lunchtime each day, unless the weather prevents this; 

● All students should sanitise their hands using the sanitiser provided whenever you are entering or 

leaving the building; 

 

In Conclusion 

We are moving further into the busy exam period at school. Exams for Year 11 and 12 continue, and begin 

this week for Year 10 students. We have kept an upper limit on these assessments to 75 minutes, and have 

only arranged assessments in either Core or Accelerated subjects in Year 10. 

Once these tasks have been completed, we move into a period of individual Course Confirmation meetings 

for every student with their parents and key JMSS staff. Once courses are confirmed, we can then finalise 

the 2022 timetable and the staffing that needs to accompany it, so the next few weeks are vitally 

important if we are to achieve this goal. Students are only required to attend school for their interview 

during Week 7. 

Please note that signature events, including the annual Australian Science Fair, the Year 10 Model UN day 

and the Year 10 Personal Development Day, will all be held before the 2022 Orientation program begins. I 

will release the schedule for the remaining weeks of term in the next update. 

Please stay safe, and stay in touch with these Updates as we seek to keep everyone up to speed with what 

is going on at JMSS. It’s going to remain busy for some weeks yet! 

 

Kind regards 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


