
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 2021 T4-13 – Further Relaxation of Restrictions! 
 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

You will all have been buoyed by the latest announcements of a major relaxation of prior Covid restrictions 
from mid-night last night. This has brought the school as close to a return to ‘normal life’ as we knew it 
back at the start of the 2020 school year. 

This Update will share the details of these arrangements with you all, as well as outline the events coming 
up at JMSS over the next two weeks, beginning with the fourth edition of the Australian Science Fair 
running from Monday to Wednesday of next week. We are indeed hoping the event can return onsite to 
JMSS next year, but it is fantastic news that our colleagues interstate can still join us online for the second 
year in a row. 

Further events and programs include: 

 Welcome of new Year 10 and 11 students for 2022; 

 Course confirmation and orientation for Year 10 students for 2022; 

 Orientation program for students moving into Years 11 and 12 for 2022; 

 Graduation Day for 2021 Year 12 students. 

Important changes to the management of COVID-19 close contacts 

Changes to management of COVID-19 close contacts for new and existing close contact and close contacts 
in schools and other settings. 
The Victorian Government has announced important changes to the management of COVID-19 cases and 
close contacts in schools and other settings as we reach the 90% double dose milestone for eligible people 
in the coming days. 

The School Operations Guide will be updated shortly to reflect these changes. The key changes are set out 
below. 

Changes to management of cases and close contacts 
The following changes are effective from 11.59 pm on Thursday 18 November and apply both to new 
cases, and new and existing close contacts. 

The most important change, is that non-household contacts will now only be required to quarantine until 
they complete a standard PCR test and receive a negative result. The Department of Health will no longer 
send a text to confirm the quarantine requirements of contacts. 

This applies to all students and staff who are identified as a school-based contact (formerly primary close 
contacts or PCCs) and listed on the web-based form you submit following notification of a confirmed case 
at your school. 

All contacts (staff and students) can return to school after they have provided evidence of a negative 
standard PCR to their school. 

All contacts should follow the strong recommendation that they complete five days of rapid antigen testing 
each morning before attending school. 

Contacts will receive a pack of 5 tests from the PCR testing location and should take the test each day 
before school until they run out. Schools will no longer distribute rapid antigen testing kits. Instead, these 
will be available for collection from standard PCR testing centres at the time a student or staff member 
attends for the standard PCR test. 

Any student or staff who return a positive rapid antigen test result must notify the school and immediately 
get a standard PCR test. 



In exceptional circumstances the Department of Health may determine that contacts in significant school 
outbreaks are still required to quarantine for 7 days. In this scenario, students will be notified directly of 
any additional quarantine arrangements. 

Other changes are: 

 Confirmed cases will now complete 10 days of isolation instead of 14. 
 Vaccinated household close contacts will complete 7 days rather than 14 days of quarantine. This 

includes unvaccinated children under 12 years, if all members of their household over 12 years are 
vaccinated. Other unvaccinated household contacts will be required to complete 14 days of 
quarantine.  

For schools with students and staff who are currently under existing quarantine requirements, the above 
arrangements apply and they will be able to return to school immediately with evidence of a negative PCR 
test. 

Masks 
Face masks will now only be required by staff, visitors and Grades 3 to 6 students in an indoor space within 
a primary school (or schools which have primary students such as P-12 school). 

The wearing of masks remains recommended for Prep to Grade 2 students and in circumstances where 
physical distancing cannot be maintained. 

While these changes will require another adjustment to school operations, they will considerably simplify 
the management of contacts and will enable more students to return to onsite learning more quickly. 

Calendar for the Next THREE Weeks 

Week Eight Term Four, Monday November 22nd – Friday November 26th 

 

 Monday 22nd  Tuesday 23rd  Wednesday 24th  Thursday 25th Friday 26th 

Key Event      

Principals Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite 

Teachers Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite 

Support Staff Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite 

Year 12  Relax! Relax! Relax! Relax! Relax! 

Year 11    New Year 11 
Orientation Day 

 

Year 10 Australian 
Science Fair 

Australian 
Science Fair 

Australian 
Science Fair 

Issues Studies 
Model UN Day 

Personal 
Development 
Day 

Notes: 

● Australian Science Fair runs from Monday 22nd to Wednesday 24th November, online for interstate 

and international participants and onsite for JMSS Year 10 students and staff; 

● There may be some Year 11 students involved in the ASF, but for most Year 11s the week is free. It 

does give students a good chance to get all of their background resources and notes in order from 

Year 11 in preparation for Year 12, especially if there are concepts they still need to work on; 

● Year 10 students have their Model UN Day on Thursday and Personal Development Day on Friday. 

 

 



Week Nine Term Four, Monday November 29th  – Friday December 3rd 

 

 Monday 29th   Tuesday 30th  Wednesday 1st  Thursday 2nd  Friday 3rd  

Key Event      

Principals Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite 

Teachers Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite 

Support Staff Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite 

Year 12  Relax! Relax! Relax! Relax! Relax! 

Year 11 Hand back 
exams 

Orientation 
2022 Year 12 

Orientation 2022 
Year 12 

Orientation 2022 
Year 12 

Orientation 2022 
Year 12 

Year 10 Hand back 
exams 

Orientation 
2022 Year 11 

Orientation 2022 
Year 11 

Orientation 2022 
Year 11 

Orientation 2022 
Year 11 

Notes: 

● 2021 Year 10 and Year 11 students will undertake seven days of orientation into their 2022 Year 11 

and 12 classes; 

● Both Year levels will receive their exams back on Monday, and get feedback on those tasks from 

their 2021 teachers. 

 

Week Ten Term Four, Monday December 6th  – Friday December 10th 

 

 Monday 6th   Tuesday 7th  Wednesday 8th   Thursday 9th   Friday 10th  

Key Event      

Principals Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite 

Teachers Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite 

Support Staff Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite 

Year 12 2021 Relax! Relax! Year 12 
Graduation Day 
Program begins 

at 1:30pm 

Relax! JMSS Awards 
Night 7pm 

Online 

Year 11 2021 Orientation 
2022 Year 12 

Last day onsite 
2022 Year 12 

Relax! Relax! JMSS Awards 
Night 7pm 

Online 

Year 10 2021 Orientation 
2022 Year 11 

Last day onsite 
2022 Year 11 

Relax! Relax! JMSS Awards 
Night 7pm 

Online 

Year 10 2022  Orientation 
Day for new 
Year 10s 2022 

   

Notes: 

● The last day onsite for our current Year 10 and 11 students is Tuesday December 7th; 

● The Orientation Day for all 2022 new Year 10s is also on Tuesday December 7th; 

● The JMSS Awards Night can be viewed online at 7pm on Friday evening, December 10th. 

 



Covid-Safety for ALL at JMSS 

The following ‘MUST-DOs’ should be noted by all students whenever they are onsite at JMSS or on the 

Monash campus: 

● Students should keep a mask with them at all times, and put them on if they deem it necessary; 

● All students must wear a mask when travelling on public transport both to and from school; 

● All students are responsible for appropriate social distancing at school, and should go outside and 

spread out during recess and lunchtime each day, unless the weather prevents this; 

● All students should sanitise their hands using the sanitiser provided whenever you are entering or 

leaving the building; 

 

In Conclusion 

The year is drawing to a close but there is still much to be experienced and enjoyed. Orientation for all 

students at JMSS in 2022 will begin soon – students and parents should look at the calendars in this 

document.  

Next week begins with the annual Australian Science Fair, the fourth edition of this wonderful annual event 

which features schools from every state and territory in the country, and for the first time one of our 

international partner schools, Ritsumeikan High School in Kyoto, Japan. The Year 10 Model UN day and the 

Year 10 Personal Development Day, will both be held later in the week, with the before the 2022 

Orientation program begins the following week for all returning students in 2022. 

Please stay safe, and enjoy the new well-earned freedoms this weekend. 

 

Kind regards 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


