
JMSS Update To Community re Covid19 2021 T4-14 – Preparing for 2022 
 

Dear fellow members of the JMSS Community 

I again trust this finds everyone well. 

I must begin with some thanks to staff and to students for their work in last week’s exceptional programs.  

Firstly, a huge thanks and sincere congratulations to Mel Denney, Lia Bay, Fiona Bui, Jim Driscoll, Anna 
Zonnefeld and her wonderful lab team for their amazing work in organising and running our fourth 
Australian Science Fair. Our interstate Principal colleagues were so complimentary and thankful as well as 
our international colleagues of long standing at Ritsumeikan High School, in Kyoto, Japan. The Australian 
Schools Science Network (ASSN) Principals were delighted with the event, and so thankful of the work of 
JMSS to ensure they were again all involved. We plan to meet early together in 2022 to get the ASSN ball 
rolling once more. 

Another huge thanks to Chris Mann, Sarah Adolph and the many other members of staff involved in the 
planning and running of the two big days for Year 10s at the end of last week – the Model UN Day on 
Thursday and the Personal Development Day on Friday. Both were exceptional programs, and both were 
excellently received by our students. It was an amazing week on behalf of everyone at JMSS, so much 
energy and passion, and such superb outcomes for our Year 10 students. 

Planning and Preparing for 2022 

We are now very much moving into the planning stage for the 2022 school year. This begins tomorrow, 
Monday November 29th, with current Year 10 and 11 students beginning their respective Year 11 and 12 
courses for 2022. Tomorrow they will receive their assessments back from their 2021 teachers, giving them 
all an opportunity to celebrate their successes and examine those areas which might still have some cause 
for concern. Knowing these areas of need will provide a strong springboard for their preparation for 
advancement into their new courses in 2022, and a chance to get some assistances to master any concepts 
which might previously have caused some problems. 

Following tomorrow, all 2021 Year 10 and 11 students will begin their new Year 11 and 12 courses 
respectively. This orientation program has been organised to give all of our students a decent ‘head start’ 
for 2022. Parents and students should note that the teachers who will be teaching these classes over the 
next week or so may NOT be the same teachers who teach your sons and daughters in these subjects next 
year, as there is still much work to be done before the 2-22 timetable is finalised. My thanks to our 
timetabler, Mr Alex Gavrilescu, for putting this important program together. 

Orientation of New Students 

Students and staff should note that some 22 new Year 11 students will be joining us tomorrow, and for the 
whole period of orientation, before returning next year. So I would urge our 2022 Year 11 students to 
make them all feel welcome and get to know them as you meet them in your classes. They will not be in 
JMSS uniform so will be easy to recognise. 

Our new Year 10 students will be joining us for the day on Tuesday 7th December. 

Graduation Day for 2021 Year 12 students 

Our Year 12 students will officially graduate from JMSS on Wednesday December 8th, with a number of 
signature events. All Year 12 students will be involved in their final assembly in the morning, followed by 
their traditional ‘exit’ up the middle stairs, to a guard of honour from the staff. Once upstairs they will take 
part in their final House assemblies, in which each of our students will give a short presentation to their 
House on their time at JMSS, what they have learnt and what they will take away from their experiences 
with us. 

Following this event, the Year 12 students will go home, and will reconvene with their parents at the 
Karingal Cinema in Frankston, for their official Graduation Ceremony. Assistant Principal Mrs Cheah-
Johnston is organising the event, and we hope it will be a fitting and memorable tribute to your three years 



at JMSS, despite the difficulties of the last two years. Students and their families, together with our staff, 
and all looking forward to finishing the year on very much a high note, and I would like to sincerely thanks 
Mrs Cheah Johnston for all her hard work and passion in getting this event organised. 

Finally a reminder to everyone about the changed Covid settings onsite. 

Important changes to the management of COVID-19 close contacts 

Changes to management of COVID-19 close contacts for new and existing close contact and close contacts 
in schools and other settings. 
The Victorian Government has announced important changes to the management of COVID-19 cases and 
close contacts in schools and other settings as we reach the 90% double dose milestone for eligible people 
in the coming days. 

The School Operations Guide will be updated shortly to reflect these changes. The key changes are set out 
below. 

Changes to management of cases and close contacts 
The following changes are effective from 11.59 pm on Thursday 18 November and apply both to new 
cases, and new and existing close contacts. 

The most important change, is that non-household contacts will now only be required to quarantine until 
they complete a standard PCR test and receive a negative result. The Department of Health will no longer 
send a text to confirm the quarantine requirements of contacts. 

This applies to all students and staff who are identified as a school-based contact (formerly primary close 
contacts or PCCs) and listed on the web-based form you submit following notification of a confirmed case 
at your school. 

All contacts (staff and students) can return to school after they have provided evidence of a negative 
standard PCR to their school. 

All contacts should follow the strong recommendation that they complete five days of rapid antigen testing 
each morning before attending school. 

Contacts will receive a pack of 5 tests from the PCR testing location and should take the test each day 
before school until they run out. Schools will no longer distribute rapid antigen testing kits. Instead, these 
will be available for collection from standard PCR testing centres at the time a student or staff member 
attends for the standard PCR test. 

Any student or staff who return a positive rapid antigen test result must notify the school and immediately 
get a standard PCR test. 

In exceptional circumstances the Department of Health may determine that contacts in significant school 
outbreaks are still required to quarantine for 7 days. In this scenario, students will be notified directly of 
any additional quarantine arrangements. 

Other changes are: 

 Confirmed cases will now complete 10 days of isolation instead of 14. 
 Vaccinated household close contacts will complete 7 days rather than 14 days of quarantine. This 

includes unvaccinated children under 12 years, if all members of their household over 12 years are 
vaccinated. Other unvaccinated household contacts will be required to complete 14 days of 
quarantine.  

For schools with students and staff who are currently under existing quarantine requirements, the above 
arrangements apply and they will be able to return to school immediately with evidence of a negative PCR 
test. 



Masks 
Face masks will now only be required by staff, visitors and Grades 3 to 6 students in an indoor space within 
a primary school (or schools which have primary students such as P-12 school). 

The wearing of masks remains recommended for Prep to Grade 2 students and in circumstances where 
physical distancing cannot be maintained. 

While these changes will require another adjustment to school operations, they will considerably simplify 
the management of contacts and will enable more students to return to onsite learning more quickly. 

Covid-Safety for ALL at JMSS 

The following ‘MUST-DOs’ should be noted by all students whenever they are onsite at JMSS or on the 

Monash campus: 

● Students should keep a mask with them at all times, and put them on if they deem it necessary; 

● All students must wear a mask when travelling on public transport both to and from school; 

● All students are responsible for appropriate social distancing at school, and should go outside and 

spread out during recess and lunchtime each day, unless the weather prevents this; 

● All students should sanitise their hands using the sanitiser provided whenever you are entering or 

leaving the building; 

 

Calendar for the Next TWO Weeks 

 

Week Nine Term Four, Monday November 29th  – Friday December 3rd 

 

 Monday 29th   Tuesday 30th  Wednesday 1st  Thursday 2nd  Friday 3rd  

Key Event      

Principals Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite 

Teachers Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite 

Support Staff Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite 

Year 12  Relax! Relax! Relax! Relax! Relax! 

Year 11 Hand back 
exams 

Orientation 
2022 Year 12 

Orientation 2022 
Year 12 

Orientation 2022 
Year 12 

Orientation 2022 
Year 12 

Year 10 Hand back 
exams 

Orientation 
2022 Year 11 

Orientation 2022 
Year 11 

Orientation 2022 
Year 11 

Orientation 2022 
Year 11 

Notes: 

● 2021 Year 10 and Year 11 students will undertake seven days of orientation into their 2022 Year 11 

and 12 classes; 

● Both Year levels will receive their exams back on Monday, and get feedback on those tasks from 

their 2021 teachers. 

 

 

 

 

 



Week Ten Term Four, Monday December 6th  – Friday December 10th 

 

 Monday 6th   Tuesday 7th  Wednesday 8th   Thursday 9th   Friday 10th  

Key Event      

Principals Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite 

Teachers Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite 

Support Staff Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite Onsite 

Year 12 2021 Relax! Relax! Year 12 
Graduation Day 

Program  

9am – 12:30pm 
at JMSS 

7pm – 9pm at 
Karingal Cinema 

Frankston 

 

Relax! JMSS Awards 
Night 7pm 

Online 

Year 11 2021 Orientation 
2022 Year 12 

Last day onsite 
2022 Year 12 

TBC 

Relax! Relax! JMSS Awards 
Night 7pm 

Online 

Year 10 2021 Orientation 
2022 Year 11 

Last day onsite 
2022 Year 11 

TBC 

Relax! Relax! JMSS Awards 
Night 7pm 

Online 

Year 10 2022  Orientation 
Day for new 

Year 10s 2022 

Relax! Relax! JMSS Awards 
Night 7pm 

Online 

Notes: 

● The last day onsite for our current Year 10 and 11 students is Tuesday December 7th; 

● The Orientation Day for all 2022 new Year 10s is planned for Tuesday December 7th, with students 

joining us from well over 100 schools. However, we await confirmation of whether or not all of our 

2022 Year 11 and 12 students will be able to be onsite then as well; 

● The JMSS Awards Night can be viewed online at 7pm on Friday evening, December 10th; 

● The Graduation Day for 2021 Year 12 students is on Wednesday December 8th. 

 

In Conclusion 

The year is drawing to a close but there is still much to be experienced and enjoyed. Orientation for all 

students at JMSS in 2022 will begin this week – students and parents should look at the calendars in this 

document. While things seem to be opening up, and vaccination rates are over 90%, you will all be aware 

that Covid cases are not yet falling fast enough, and the need for vigilance and playing your part to 

minimise the chance of spread is still vitally important. I am looking forward to the very special events 

approaching, and finishing 2021 very much on a high with you all. 

Kind regards 

Peter Corkill 

Principal 


